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21st
 

Street –
 

Bike Boulevard

• Low speed, low volume, 
residential streets designed to 
discourage through traffic by 
motor-vehicles and give priority 
to cyclists

• Full width of roadway shared 
between cyclists, pedestrians, 
and motorists

• Typically provides special 
arterial crossing treatments for 
cyclists

Source: Denver Moves
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21st
 

Street – Festival Street
• Priority for Bicycles and 

Pedestrians
• Street is flexible public 

space that could be closed 
off for events

• Active uses
• Enhanced streetscape 

design
• Street trees
• Pavers
• “Green” amenities
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21st
 

Street‐
 

Green Street

• Green Stormwater
 Technologies

– 21st
 

situated on the 
 ridge between two 
 drainage basins, a good 

 testing ground for 
 innovative storm 

 drainage technologies.

– Bioswales, Permeable 
 Pavers, Infiltration Tree 

 Wells
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21st
 

Street Strategy

• Benefits
– Adjacency to Coors Field
– Already a quiet street‐

 
good 

 candidate to prioritize 
 alternative modes

– Can use any combination of 
 strategies or phasing to 

 activate street
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21st
 

Street Strategy

• Challenges
– Comprehensive redesign 

 (festival street or green 
 street) would likely require 

 establishment of a special 
 district to fund 

 improvements and 
 maintain infrastructure.

– Short term solution for 
 crossing Broadway still 
 needs to be identified.

“Bowtie” crossing concept
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Parks and Open Space
 Draft Concepts
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Parks

• What we heard
– More park space and recreation opportunities are 

 needed
– Put the “square”

 
in Arapahoe Square (i.e. park 

 space)
– Concern that new space could be misused
– Provide more/better routes to the river

• Concepts
– Provide new park in conjunction with new mixed 

 use development, such as “festival street”
– Create new ped/bike connections to river



Northeast Downtown Neighborhoods Plan

Parks
Agreement that more park space is needed, but should 

 be provided in conjunction with new, adjacent 
 development.



Northeast Downtown Neighborhoods Plan

Parks Strategy
• Strategy:

– Locate new park in an 
 underserved area

– Develop in conjunction 
 with new mixed use 

 development

– Transition existing 
 Broadway triangles to 

 other sustainable uses
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Parks Strategy
Benefits:
– Meet open space needs
– Opportunity for a large park (full 

 block) 
– Portion of park could have 

 stormwater

 
function

– Can help energize and attract 
 activity to surrounding area

– Dog Park or other immediate 

 programming to attract positive 

 park use
– Work closely with local residents 

 to improve and activate existing 

 parks
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Challenges:
– Current parks and open spaces 

 can and do attract illicit 

 activities 
– Funding needs to be identified 

 for land acquisition, 

 construction and annual 

 maintenance/programming
– Issues at Eddie Maestas

 
and 

 Sonny Lawson parks are best 

 solved with new mixed use 

 development and by addressing 

 the needs of local social service 

 providers.

Parks Strategy
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Social Services
 Draft Concepts
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Social Services
Social Service providers are an established attribute of this area, 

 but impacts of homeless, including congregating in parks and 

 attracting criminal activity, are perceived as factors that hinder 

 new development.
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Social Services Strategy:  Courtyard buildings, 
 repurpose triangle parks, and provide more short 

 term low cost housing

Benefits:

– Public and private entities share 
 responsibility

– Improved facilities

– Opportunity for improved services

– Improved safety for neighborhood 

 and homeless population



Northeast Downtown Neighborhoods Plan

Social Services Strategy:  Courtyard buildings, 
 repurpose triangle parks, and provide more short 

 term low cost housing
Challenges:

– Reconfiguring Denver Rescue 
 Mission as a courtyard building 

 would require additional 

 property

– Current issues at triangle parks 
 could relocate to nearby parks 

 and open space

– Triangle parks are small, so 

 repurposing would be a 

 challenge

– No funding sources identified 
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Broadway
 Draft Concepts
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Broadway History

• Broadway extended from Colfax to Blake in 1920s 

• Purpose was to connect businesses in this area to 

points South

• Connection to Brighton Blvd followed
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Broadway Draft Concepts

• For pedestrians and bicyclists, crossing 
 Broadway can be a challenge.

– Short term: address via intersection 
 improvements 

– Long term: address via comprehensive redesign



Northeast Downtown Neighborhoods Plan

Broadway: Three Draft Concepts
• Preserving Broadway

– Cross section remains as it is today, with concrete 
 pavement, new signals, and targeted ped/bike 

 improvements at intersections

• Celebrating Broadway
– Some travel lanes removed and replaced by 

 median, parking, wider sidewalks, or other 
 amenities

• “Bridging”
 

Broadway
– Roadway vacated; right‐of‐way becomes 

 developable
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Preserving Broadway
Broadway remains as it is today, but 
with concrete pavement, new 
signals, and targeted ped/bike 
improvements at intersections
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Conceptual
 Framework
 

Preserving 
 Broadway
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Preserving Broadway

• Benefits
– Local and regional connectivity
– Complete sidewalk network

– Predictability for owners along Broadway
• Challenges

– Diagonal pedestrian crossings
– Triangles remain

– Transition from downtown to neighborhood 
 street patterns
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Celebrating Broadway
Some travel lanes removed and 
replaced by median, parking, 
wider sidewalks, or other 
amenities
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Conceptual
 Framework
 

Celebrating 
 Broadway
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Celebrating Broadway
• Benefits

– Wider amenity zone

– Shorter crossing distance for bike/ped
– Predictability for owners along Broadway

• Challenges
– Triangles remain

– Transition from downtown to neighborhood 
 street patterns

– Transit and roadway operations/functions are 
 untested
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“Bridging”
 

Broadway
Roadway is vacated 
and right-of-way 
becomes developable
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Conceptual
 Framework
 

“Bridging”
 Broadway
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“Bridging”
 

Broadway

• Benefits
– Direct crossings for bikes/peds
– Right‐of‐way, leftover triangles become 

 developable

– Stronger connection between Downtown, 
 Arapahoe Square, and Curtis Park

• Challenges
– Traffic impacts on other streets

– Uncertainty for property owners along Broadway
– Buildings currently facing Broadway no longer 

 address street
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Next Steps



Northeast Downtown Neighborhoods Plan

Remaining Project Schedule 
 (Tentative)

• Feb 10th‐
 

NEDN Public Meeting #3‐
 

Public Review of 
 Draft Concepts

• March‐
 

Complete Plan Draft
• March/April‐

 
NEDN Public Meeting #4‐

 
Public Review 

 of Draft Plan
• Spring‐

 
Planning Board Review and City Council 

 Adoption
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Open House Exercise
• Visit display boards illustrating the plan 

 concepts.

• Evaluate each concept in terms of how well it 
 achieves the following:

– Mobility

– Development Opportunity

– Livability
– Neighborhood Connections

• Write comments on the flip charts next to 
 each concept
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More Information

www.denvergov.org/northeastdowntown

Courtland Hyser
Senior City Planner
(720) 865‐2924

courtland.hyser@denvergov.org

http://www.denvergov.org/northeastdowntown
mailto:courtland.hyser@denvergov.org
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Guiding Principles (Categorized)
• Mobility

– Complete and enhance multimodal connectivity
– Capitalize on transit

• Development Opportunities
– Enhance and support existing retail corridors
– Establish a development‐friendly atmosphere
– Fill gaps in neighborhood services

• Livability/Urban Experience/Public Realm
– Enhance the public realm
– Increase open space access
– Promote diversity

• Neighborhood Connections
– Protect neighborhood fabric
– Create appropriate transitions between character areas


