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DIVISION 1.1  GENERAL

SECTION 1.1.1 PURPOSE 

This Code is enacted to implement Denver’s Comprehensive Plan and guide orderly development of the City 
that preserves and promotes the public health, safety, prosperity, and welfare of its inhabitants.

SECTION 1.1.2 INTENT

This Code is intended to balance conservation and development by:

A. Promoting development that maintains Downtown Denver’s preeminence as the region’s eco-
nomic, civic, and cultural center.

B. Promoting development along transit corridors that enhance their function as mixed-use, walk-
able centers that serve surrounding residential neighborhoods.

C. Providing standards for compatible transitions of use, density, building scale and height be-
tween existing and new development.

D. Guiding reinvestment in established neighborhoods that builds upon and reinforces their 
unique characteristics 

E. Promoting preservation and protection of historic resources

F. Providing clear and consistent procedures for appropriate and effective public involvement in 
land use and development decisions. 

This Code is intended to achieve design excellence in the built environment by:

G. Providing building and site design standards that address the public aspects of private develop-
ment and how building form, placement, and uses contribute to the quality of the public realm.

H. Providing circulation and access standards that appropriately balance pedestrian and vehicular 
needs and result in safe pedestrian environments of the highest quality.

I. Providing standards for adequate provision of urban services, public amenities, and public 
spaces that have lasting civic purpose and, through design excellence, create long term value for 
the community. 

J. Promoting innovative infrastructure, landscape, and building design that advance the function 
and beauty of the City.

This Code is intended to guide Denver’s prosperous and sustainable future by:

K. Providing clear regulations and processes that result in predictable, efficient, and coordinated 
review processes.

L. Promoting sustainable building and site design practices.

M. Promoting diverse and affordable housing options.

N. Providing standards for interconnected streets and development patterns that support all 
modes of travel (walking, bicycling, public transit, driving)

O. Providing standards that maintain safe and healthful water conditions by minimizing impervi-
ous cover and controlling erosion, sedimentation and other pollution of surface and subsurface 
waters. 

P. Promoting conservation of land, energy, and natural resources 


